
Rapidly connecting innovators to business innovation assets.

The Jump Ball Initiative (JBI) taps into the innovative capacity and 
capabilities of the network of Canada’s 60 Technology Access Centres, 
including over 1,700 business innovation experts and more than 2 million 
square feet of dedicated applied research space.

Canada’s TACs are specialized applied research and development 
centres affiliated with publicly-funded colleges and cégeps. These 
demand-driven centres, from across Canada, help Canadian businesses 
– especially Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) – get their 
products, processes and services market-ready by:

conducting applied research and development projects focused 
on company problems;

offering specialized technical services and objective advice; and

providing training related to new types of technology, equipment 
and processes.

We have a dedicated point person at each of the 60 TACs eager to rapidly respond to your innovation-related inquiry if their 
TAC is equipped to assist. 

Simply place the required items in the body of an email and send to JumpBall@tech-access.ca (attachments are fine). 

We will distribute the request to all members and, within two business days, provide you with a curated list of TACs who have 
volunteered to assist, as well as their points of contact. 

Required items for email:

To: JumpBall@tech-access.ca

Subject: (Maximum 6 words)

Body of email:

a.

b.

c.

d. 

Description of problem/innovation challenge (as 
much detail as you’re able to share)

What - to date - has been attempted to solve the 
problem? (as much technical detail as you’re able to 
share)

Deadline for assistance (if there are time pressures, 
what date must the project be completed by?)

Who should we contact to provide the list of TACs, 
and what is the best way to reach them? (name, title, 
organization, location, phone, email, Skype, etc.)

JUMP BALL Initiative

Sample of use cases:

Connection to an experienced health-innovation 
product developer

Develop and deliver a training module for existing 
staff on new technology

Facilitate access to a multi-axis water jet cutting 
machine

Guidance on new carbon sequestration regulations

Referral for manufacturing scale-up in the food 
industry

Refine an orthotics-related alpha prototype into a 
beta level prototype

Define and describe 
your innovation 
challenge and gather 
the required 
information.

Send an email to 
JumpBall@tech-access.
(attachments are fine). 
We’ll confirm receipt 
and get to work.

Over two business days, 
TACs will assess their 
ability to assist with your 
challenge.

Tech-Access Canada 
will provide you with a 
curated list of TACs and 
their points of contact 
who are eager to assist.

Discuss with the TAC(s), 
and collaborate to solve 
your innovation 
challenge!

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

Easy 5-step Process:

ca


